The Water Week
Approaches

With only weeks remaining before the
2006 World Water Week in Stockholm,
final preparations are being made to a
programme which will be the most sub-
stantial and diverse during the 16-year
history of the event. The Water Week
takes place August 20-26, 2006, and
registration is currently open.

Through a great many seminars, side events
and workshops, the World Water Week will
address the most important issues in water
and development today, and for tomorrow.
The overarching theme of “Beyond the
River — Sharing Benefits and Responsibili-
ties” will be examined and dissected in very
human terms: how can livelihoods of poor
people be improved?; where will their food
(and the water for it) come from?; what will
they drink, and how will they attain safe
sanitation and health?; how can they sur-
vive natural disasters? Interwoven in all of
the discussions will be the question of how
itall can be done sustainably and equitably,
for people and the environment.

Officially, the week starts on Sunday,
August 20, with a full slate of seminars and
side events. Even earlier, however, the 10th
Anniversary Global Water Partnership

Plenary Speakers in Stockholm*

Celebration will take place from August
18-20. On Monday, August 21, the open-
ing plenary will take place. That plenary,
like the closing plenary on August 25, will
feature distinguished speakers addressing
the week’s theme in broad terms. And, in
additional to individual insights, an open-
ing day “High-Level Panel on Benefit Shar-
ing in Transboundary Waters”, and a clos-
ing day “Synthesis Panel”, will offer group
dynamics and interactive discussion with
the World Water Week audience.

Some 1500 participants are expected
from 100 countries. They will represent
businesses, governments, the water man-
agement and science sectors, inter-govern-
mental organisations, NGOs, research and
training institutions, United Nations agen-
cies and more. For all of them, the plenary
events at the Stockholm City Conference
Centre will provide the appropriate context
for the week’s capacity-building, partner-
ship-building and implementation review.

On pages 4-5 several more of the themes
and activities taking place in Stockholm
are presented, and a complete overview is
found on pages 6-7.

To register, or for more information, visit
www.worldwaterweek.org.
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*  Mpyr. Khoo Teng Chye, Chief Executive, Public Utilities Board, Singapore

* Mpyr. Kemal Dervis, Administrator, United Nations Development Programme
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Joint Commission

* Ms. Carin Jimtin, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, Minister for International
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*As of June 1, 2006. Additional plenary representatives will be added to the pro-
gramme. Visit www.worldwaterweek.org for the latest updates.
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In Focus: World Water Week

The Power of Partnership

The Water Week promotes partnerships
and alliances between individuals and
organisations from different fields of
expertise. Many of this year’s convening
and co-convening organisations are
themselves partnership-driven.

One such organisation new to the Water
Week this year is Building Partnerships
for Development in Water and Sanitation
(BPDWS), an international cross-sector
learning network focused on improving
access to safe water and effective sanitation
in poor communities. Partnerships for sus-
tainable development -- voluntary, multi-
stakeholder initiatives aimed at imple-
menting sustainable development -- were
an important complementary outcome of
the World Summit on Sustainable Devel-
opment (WSSD). Effective partnerships
are clearly warranted for sanitation, yet
evidence of them remains fairly scarce.
Another partnership organisation and
long time collaborator of the Water Week is
the Water Supply and Sanitation Collabo-
rative Council (WSSCC). Since 2002, the
WSSCC has been promoting and support-
ing the formation of national WASH coali-
tions to gather all stakeholders and actors
in a collective process for the achievement
of the MDGs in water and sanitation. In
many cases the government takes the role
of leader, promoter and partner by bringing
in the civil society, international organisa-
tions, private sector and the local govern-

ment. Successful coalitionsare nowin place
in over 21 countries worldwide, such as the
Philippines, Ethiopia, Jamaica and Mada-
gascar just to mention a few.

On August 22, the WSSCC and the BP-
DWS will convene two half-day seminars
dedicated to partnerships. The first “Part-
nerships in Action” convened by WSSCC
will present and discuss different kinds of
partnerships that have managed to enhance
progress in their countries, such as the
above mentioned WASH coalitions and a
Public Private Partnership for Handwash-
ing. The seminar will invite discussions on
success factors, synergies, challenges and
pit falls.

In the afternoon, the BPDWS seminar
will explore how partnerships can assist on-
site sanitation, debating what makes them
succeed or fail. BPDWS aims to equip those
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interested in partnership approaches and
urban sanitation with a set of analytical tools
that can improve partnership design. BP-
DWS recent work has been based in five Af-
rican cities, all struggling to serve large, poor
populations thatrely largely on pitlatrinesand
public toilets. The seminar will address the
partnership experiences in these cities.

On August 23, Partnership for Capacity
Development on Water Supply, Sanitation
and Health in the Context of IWRM in
Africa will be held. Cap-Net, Streams of
Knowledge and International Water and
Sanitation Centre will present the first re-
sults of the partnership and will facilitate a
discussion on strategies and priorities for ef-
fective capacity development on water sup-
ply and sanitation. Also, Partners for Water
and Sanitation will be actively involved at
this year’s World Water Week.

Workshops: Action on the Ground

Dr. Jacqueline Ann Goldin from The Africa
Project (TAP), in association with AWIRU,
South Africa, is in good company. When
she presents “African Models of Trans-
boundary Governance Project” on August
22 during the Tools for Benefit Sharing in
Transboundary Settings workshop, she’ll
be one of nearly 150 selected paper and
poster presenters at the 2006 World Water
Week in Stockholm.

Dr. Goldin, like her presenter-col-
leagues, was selected by the World Water
Week’s Scientific Programme Committee
(SPC) from among the nearly 800 ab-
stracts submitted from around the world.

“Providing ‘on-the-ground experienc-
es'is a critical component of the World Wa-
ter Week workshops,” says SIWI Professor
Jan Lundqvist, chair of the SPC.

All of the abstracts have now been add-
ed to the World Water Week website. Visit
www.worldwaterweek.org to get a pre-
view of the presentations in Stockholm.

Making Donor Aid More Effective

Two key aims of the Water Week — to
promote partnerships and alliances, and
to review the implementation of actions,
commitments and decisions — will come
together in two special side events entitled
Donor Country Approaches to Water-Re-
lated Development Co-operation.

Development aid both solves and creates
problems. Multi-and bilateral donors are look-
ing to improve the effectivenessand efficiency
of developmentassistance. To be effective, aid
needs to reach its intended target, but the ca-
pacity must exist in recipient countries to be
able to develop, implement and monitor their
budgets in order to make the aid accomplish
its goals.

The Stockholm International Water In-
stitute in co-operation with a number of do-

nor countries will host two such side events
on August 21 and 22. Donor countries will
present their approaches on specific aspects
of development co-operation in the water
sector. Recipient countries will also provide
their perspectives on current and future
challenges and opportunities of develop-
ment co-operation.

Another event, New Aid Modalities in
the Water Sector, will be arranged by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark,
Danida, in cooperation with the Overseas
Development Institute (ODI) of the Unit-
ed Kingdom. Harmonisation, alignment
and mainstreaming in new aid approaches
in the water sector will be discussed, as will
lessons from policy and practice.
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A UNique Look
at Water Scarcity

The themes for the United Nation’s “Wa-
ter for Life’ Decade are: scarcity, access to
sanitation and health, water and gender,
capacity-building, financing, valuation, In-
tegrated Water Resources Management,
transboundary water issues, environment
and biodiversity, disaster prevention, food
and agriculture, pollution and energy.

In Stockholm, at the UN-Water semi-
nar, the issue of water scarcity will be
tackled on August 23. Water scarcity is
the point where the aggregate impact of
all users impinges on the supply or quality
of water under prevailing institutional ar-
rangements to the extent that the demand
by all sectors, including the environment,
cannot be fully satisfied. But scarcity can
take many forms: as a social construct, a
product of affluence, expectations and cus-
tomary behaviour, or a change in supply
pattern due to climate change.

Since 2003, UN-Water has been the
new official United Nations mechanism
for follow-up of the water-related decisions
reached at the 2002 World Summit on Sus-
tainable Developmentand the Millennium
Development Goals. The seminar is the
second UN-Water gathering in Stockholm,
with the first in 2005.
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The Euphrates, the longest interstate river in western Asia, has seen 6000 years of development.

Confluence in the Middle East

In recent years, the World Water Week in
Stockholm has had as a standing focus an
examination of different water issues in the
Middle East, usually in the Jordan River
basin. In 2006, the focus shifts east of that
river basin, to the Euphrates-Tigris region.

Cooperation Prospects in the Euphra-
tes-Tigris Region on Wednesday, August
23, will look at how “social, economic
and political cooperation can benefit all

in the region,” says Dr. Anders Jigerskog
of SIWL. “This seminar will help enhance
dialogue and mutual understanding, dis-
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cuss common issues and possible coopera-
tive solutions, and identify programs and
activities of common interest around the
Euphrates and the Tigris.”

The importance of the rivers cannot be
overstated. Each river has several small trib-
utaries which feed into shallow freshwater
lakes, swamps and marshes, all surrounded
by desert. The rivers are important to the
ecology of the entire upper Persian Gulf re-
gion, as well as the economy and the liveli-
hoods of those in its basin.
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Water Luminaries to Gather for First Laureate Seminar

A rare and unusual happening will take
place at the Water Week when, for the first
time, aspecial seminar will gatheranumber
of the previous Stockholm Water Prize Lau-
reates.

The Stockholm Water Prize Laureates
Seminar: Challenges and Opportunities
within the Water Sector on Thursday, Au-
gust 24, will feature no less than 8 previous
recipients of the distinguished award who
will share their experiences during this spe-
cial seminar.

Participating Laureates are Professor
Kader Asmal, M.P., Parliament of the Re-
public of South Africa; Ms. Barbara Frost,
Chief Executive, WaterAid; Professor Mogens
Henze, Technical University of Denmark;
Professor Jorg Imberger, University of West-
ern Australia; Professor William J. Mitsch,
The Ohio State University; Professor Sven
Erik Jorgensen, Danish University of Phar-
maceutical Sciences; Ms. Sunita Narain,
Centre for Science and Environment,

New Delhi, India; and Professor Peter A.

Wilderer, Technical University of Munich,
Germany.

“Each of the Laureates, in his or her
own way, is a luminary who is both knowl-
edgeable and inspiring,” says Ms. Gun-
nel Sundbom, Director of the Stockholm
Water Prize. “An exciting programme has
been developed which focuses on the tech-
nical, social and economic challenges faced
in water and development. The Laureates
have many experiences and perspectives to
share at the seminar.”



