
TB = transboundary; IWL = International Water Law (the 1997 UN Watercourses Convention, and the Draft 
Articles on Groundwater); WUA = Water Users Associations.

Table 1. Theoretical examples of typical TWM efforts and interventions that either a) influence or b) challenge 
power. Each approach may be further sub-classified into two tactics, as shown. The classification of existing 
efforts may permit strategic planning aimed at the creation of an environment enabling equitable sharing/poverty 
reduction.

Approach Influencing Power Challenging Power

Tactic Matching interests Encouraging 
Transformation

Levelling the Players Levelling the Playing 
Field

Examples of 
interventions

Generation of 
positive-sum 
outcomes: TB 
pollution clean-up; 
‘joint risk’ efforts; 
equitable water 
sharing; benefit-
sharing; 

Economic 
signals; ‘naming 
and shaming’; 
Environmental 
diplomacy; dialogue 
platforms (Ward, et 
al., 2007); 

Building capacity 
(technical, 
negotiations, 
administration); 
establishment of 
WUAs;

Objective water 
sharing standards 
(IWL); Harmonisation 
of national 
environmental 
regulation; 


