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A Need for Water Diplomacy?



Defining „Water Diplomacy“
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The difference between water diplomacy and water cooperation:
Water as a goal in itself or water as a means for goals beyond water (stability, peace

and cooperation)



The Water Diplomacy Process
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River Basin Organizations and Water
Diplomacy
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Water Diplomacy: Opportunities and
Risks for RBOs 
Water diplomacy provides benefits to basins, countries and riparian populations
and opportunities to RBOs:

• Strengthening RBO‘s relevance

• Linking science/analyses to policy decisions

• Ensuring the basis for long-term sustainable basin development

BUT: Water diplomacy engagement also comes with risks for RBOs:

• Politization/securitization

• Risks to impartiality

• Capacity insufficiencies

RBOs need to carefully assess opportunities and benefits before embarking into
water diplomacy activities.
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