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As the voice of young water scientists, we will take to the stage in front of 
the water experts gathered in Stockholm for the World Water Week, to share 
our observations, our concerns and solutions to water related climate effects 
that we see as being the realities in our countries. Water affects our health, 
educational system, livelihoods, vulnerable populations, peace and also our 
future. Access is privilege.  
 When we pool our observations and reflections on the most pressing cli-
mate issues in our 35 respective countries, we find they range from desertifi-
cation and water scarcity in Israel, to air and water pollution in Bangladesh 
and Mexico and repeated flooding in cities across Latvia, for example. 
 Many of us can attest to hotter weather (during our lifetime), crop failures 
and melting ice caps. Each one of us has raised issues which can be summa-
rized as “Too much, too little, too dirty water”. Given the range of issues we 
all experience, you might ask what is our biggest concern? 
 What concerns us most is not only the inability of our individual countries 
to act, but how we will manage to summon global awareness, global enga-
gement and global action. We believe there is little that can be done if all of 
us fail to come together to engage around the issues of water and the climate 
crisis, and that the burden is shared by both low- and high-income countries 
and by low- and high-income groups.  
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 We believe that the time for ‘raising awareness’ is over. Inspirational spe-
eches, teenage climate strikes and even events like World Water Week are 
ineffective in their own right. We fear that without the combined actions of 
individuals, corporations, and governments the climate crisis will overthrow 
humanity and our surrounding environment.  
 We want to see theory being put into practice. We want to see ourselves 
realizing our projects which have brought us to World Water Week and the 
Stockholm Junior Water Prize International Final. We want to see science-based 
targets in public and private policies. We want interdisciplinary curricu-
lums in schools to increase educational efforts on climate-change related 
knowledge to the general public and instill this knowledge bringing it to 
the core of the young generation. 
 Investments in education and research are paramount to bringing the ne-
cessary innovations to reality in order to overcome today’s and tomorrow’s 
challenges. We must focus on sustainability and encourage climate sciences to 
break into the classical subjects of mathematics, chemistry, physics and social 
science, that are taught in schools, but are often taught separately and isolated 
without including or considering the impacts of climate change. So, whether 
we become an entrepreneur, politician, scientist, shopkeeper or farmer, we all 
know we have a responsibility, we all know we have a role to play. 
 Climate change is a people problem. Governments, decision makers and 
institutions influence our behavior and, together or alone, institutions and 
individuals must be held accountable and responsible for a sustainable planet. 
If we don’t change nothing will. 
 We must cast away short-term perspectives and instead focus and act on 
long-term strategies. Politics cannot be governed by the election cycle and 
businesses cannot focus on quarterly profits if we are to realize a process of 
climate mitigation and adaptation. In the long term, we will all lose.  
 We desperately need true public-minded leaders, both political and in-
fluencers, to embrace scientific thinking, not as an ideology, but as an 
effective platform to drive constructive discourse. We need increased use 
of data in scientific debates as it is environmental data that informs good 
decision-making. This can lead to decisive and fruitful government actions 
to avoid, adapt and succeed in tackling climate change. And our genera-
tion is the next generation of leaders.
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